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There are fourteen people on trial for 
the 2015 attack on the Charlie Hebdo 
newsroom. Three of the accused are ab-
sent, having fled to Syria soon after the 
attack. Although the trial serves as a set-
ting for victims to process trauma, not a 
single person on trial was present at the 
scene of the attack. Each person is accu-
sed of assisting in the attack to a varying 
degree. 

The most serious charges are brou-
ght against Alii Riza Polat, 35, who was 
close friends with one of the attackers 
and who is said to have provided the we-
apons used to carry out the murders as 
well as the money to finance the attacks. 
He faces life in prison for his involvement. 
Despite three failed attempts to flee the 
country, Polat maintains his innocence. 

Eight men are accused of supplying 
weapons to the attackers. Mickaël Pastor 
Alwatik’s and Mohamed Fare of selling 
weapons to Coulibaly. Christophe Rau-
mel, Willy Prevost, and Said Makhlou as-
sisted in the purchase of other supplies. 
And two garage owners, Metin Karasular 
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The Charlie Hebdo attacks is a name 
that has a strong place in the western 
world’s consciousness, describing the 
terrorist attacks inflicted on the city of 
lights in January 2015. Although many 
recall the Je Suis Charlie movement that 
ensued in the mainstream media, this 
attack was not the only to wreak havoc 
on Paris. A hostage situation in a Jewish 
supermarket in the east of Paris and the 
murder of a police in Montrouge were 
all linked to the initial attacks on the 
satirical newspaper, and conducted by 
three men who worked in unison.

On Wednesday, January 7, one of the 
first working days back after the holiday 
season, brothers Cherif and Said Kouachi 
stormed the office of the magazine 
Charlie Hebdo, near boulevard Richard 
Lenoir in Paris’s 11th arrondissement. 
The brothers moved methodically and 
quickly— their presence was unexpected 
and there was little that could have been 
done to prevent them from killing a barely 
armed security guard, the editor in chief 
and prominent cartoonists, amongst 
other staff who were in a news meeting. 
The brothers fled the office and were 
met with police retaliation, but it was 
not enough to stop them. They clashed 
with officers three separate times in 
the 11th arrondissement, finally killing a 
police officer who lay on the ground in 
surrender, on boulevard Richard Lenoir. 
The Kouachi brothers fled the 11th and 
moved north in a getaway car, where 

they hijacked another vehicle in the 19th 
arrondissement. while forcing the driver 
out of his car, they told him calmly, “If the 
media asks you anything, tell them it’s 
Al-Qaeda in Yemen.”  

  At this point, Paris was in a state of 
high alert. The killers had escaped, and 
French police forces were scrambling, 
trying to connect evidence that would 
lead them to find the brothers. President 
Francois Hollande raised the terror alert 
for the Ile de France region, put schools 
on lockdown, heightened security at 
houses of worship, news offices, and 
began conducting security searches 
on the metro. The state of emergency 
and fear in response to the attack did 
not stop some 35,000 Parisians from 
gathering at Place de La Republique, in 
honor of those who had been lost and in 
a show of strength for the French ideals 
of liberty and freedom of expression. 
Videos from the event display an 
overwhelming majority of white, French 
citizens explaining their disgust and 
resentment towards a more radical world 
growing around them. Their resentment 
towards those who would attack based 
on freedom of expression and speech 
seeps through my computer screen as 
I watch interviews from that evening.  
Some attendees seemed to understand 
that the growing stigmatization and 
lack of unity in French society could be 
part of what is to blame for the attacker’s 
motives, while others explained that they 

were hurt that they needed to explain 
to their children that people were killed 
over drawings that others did not like. 
A striking comment made by Frederik 
Hufnagel, a journalist who showed up in 
solidarity said that “We are not fighting 
Islam. We are fighting terrorists. It is 
important that we do not mix the two. 
On 9/11, we were all Americans. Today, we 
are all Charlie.”  

Unfortunately, this show of French and 
international unity was not the end of the 
terrors that would continue to unfold in 
the French capital. On Thursday, January 
8 at 8 am, news broke of another attack 
in the Parisian suburb of Montrouge. A 
25-year-old policewoman trainee named 
Clarissa Jean Philipe had been shot 
dead. At the time, authorities believed 
that the thirteenth fatality to happen in 
two days was unrelated to the attacks 
on Charlie Hebdo. Further investigation 
would bring links between the two 
groups of terrorists to light, the man that 
killed Clarissa Jean Philippe was Amedy 
Coulibaly, a French-Malian man who was 
a close friend to the Kouachi brothers-- 
and he was still a suspect at large.

In the midst of further bloodshed, the 
French police were still on a manhunt 
through villages north of Paris, in 
attempts to find the Kouachi brothers. 
On Friday, January 9, the police gained 
headway on the brothers, prompting 
a shootout on a highway around 40 

kilometers north of Paris. In their last 
futile attempt to throw the authorities 
off their trails, the brothers drove into 
an industrial warehouse complex and 
attempted to barricade themselves 
in a maze of printing machinery and 
supplies. While the Kouachi brothers 
were trying to hide from the police, 
Amedy Coulibaly was on the loose in the 
affluent suburb of Vincennes, where he 
entered a Jewish supermarket and had 
taken five hostages.  Witnesses report 
that he was beside himself that the 
Kouachi brothers were freed (regardless 
of the fact that they had not been caught 
yet). While in the Hypercacher market, 
he ended up killing four hostages, 
before the store was stormed by French 
police, killing Coulibaly in the aftermath. 
By Friday evening, Francoise Hollande 
would address the nation after what felt 
like centuries, to inform the world that all 
three gunmen in the coordinated terror 
attacks were dead, and that four people 
had also died in the Hypercacher market. 

THE ATTACKS THATTHE ATTACKS THAT
 CAUSED THE TRIAL  CAUSED THE TRIAL 

Sydney Scarpa

Law and Conflict: 2020Law and Conflict: 2020
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 ARRIVING AT THE  ARRIVING AT THE 
TRIBUNAL DE PARISTRIBUNAL DE PARIS

Arriving at the tribunal itself was an awe-inspiring moment for many of us involved in 
this project. According to Luana Trabelsi, she remembers thinking, “Wow! It’s beautiful!” 
upon seeing the building from outside. Jacob Rogers echoed this sentiment recalling, 
“In my head I think to myself how odd it is, I am so used to the architecture of the center 
of Paris, that seeing a large, intimidating glass building that could have been found 
in any modern city in Europe was a bit surprising.” This ultra-chic ode to gigantism is 
not what many of us expected from one of the French Republic’s oldest institutions. 
Nevertheless, one does not have to look too far to find the nods to French political 
heritage that inspire so much pride from the French people. As Mary McColley noted, 
“Written on the wall [is] ‘La loi est l’expression de la volonté générale. Elle doit être la 
même pour tous, soit qu’elle protège, soit qu’elle punisse.’ Art. 6. Déclaration des droits 
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Among the students who observed 
the trial, there was a general consensus 
that the proceedings did not live up 
to their grandiose imaginations of a 
historically significant trial. Many of 
the students come from the U.S. and 
are used to the dramatic theatrics of 
the U.S. legal system. 

Thorin was most surprised by 
the informality of the proceedings. 
Unlike trials in the U.S., Prevost was 
dressed casually in a Nike sweater 
and was not handcuffed. The hearing 
was more about understanding 
Prevost’s motivations from Prevost 
himself rather than the formal legal 
arguments from lawyers that make 
up the U.S. legal system. Prevost 
made arguments that struck at the 
humanity of the actors in the court 
and made the case that he was at least 
not guilty of inhabiting the perceived 
demonic image of a terrorist.  Thorin 
was also intrigued by the humor that 
appeared at various points in the 
hearing where Prevost would have 
an odd response or when he referred 
to Ali Polat as a «fils de pute» and 
generated laughter from those in 
the transmission room and the court 
itself.

Launa was interest to see that when 
she arrived for the afternoon session, 
the judges for the trial and journalists 
covering the trial were out mingling 
in the lobby. She found this to be 
a humbling reminder of the of the 

FURTHER STUDENT FURTHER STUDENT 
OBSERVATIONS OF THE TRIALOBSERVATIONS OF THE TRIAL 

humanity of the parties involved in the criminal justice system. She also found 
the informal and sometimes crass language employed by Prevost shocking at 
times. 
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THE FRENCH THE FRENCH 

The divergent narratives of England 
and France’s transition from feudalism 
to modernity have engendered distinct 
legal practices. In the 11th century, the 
Duke of Normandy unified England un-
der a single monarch. The Duke, more 
commonly known as William the Con-
queror, fashioned London to be his cen-
ter of control and exported a uniform and 
centralized political framework throu-
ghout the nation. Most ѐ ̾
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The common thread running 
through the cases of all the accused 
is the charge of “association de 
malfaiteurs en relation avec une 
entreprise terroriste” (AMT). AMT 
was written into law in 1996 and is 
considered the keystone of French 
antiterrorism legislation. It is so 
critical because it allows authorities to 
intervene in groups that they believe 
plan to commit acts of terror before 
the alleged attacks happen. It comes 
with a heavy sentence of up to thirty 
years imprisonment for lower level 
participants and life imprisonment 
for leaders, however, it was not always 
this way. 2004 was the first time 
AMT became a felony, with lower 
level members receiving ten years in 
prison and leaders receiving twenty. 
Two years later, the sentences were 
increased to twenty and thirty years 
respectively and in 2016 it became 
thirty years and life imprisonment. 
The ratcheting up of AMT sentences 
reflects the wariness in France about 
other potential attacks, especially 
after the Charlie Hebdo and Bataclan 
attacks of 2015. AMT has been an 
important tool in prosecuting French 
citizens who travelled to fight in Syria 
as well as those who have carried out 
terrorist acts domestically. 

In order to secure an AMT conviction, 
the prosecution must prove three key 
facts. The first fact is that there must 
be a group with a terrorist aim. The 
definition of “group” and “terrorist” 
are left intentionally ambiguous to 
allow the justice system to intercept 
any activity they suspect of having 
malicious aims while also avoiding the 
classification of certain organizations 
as “terrorist.” The second fact that 
must be proven is act of participation 
in a terrorist group. This does not 
necessarily require the individual to 
have participated in an attack and 
the Court of Cassation has ruled that 
individuals chaȿ
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What is defined as a fair trial varies 
widely among domestic legal systems 
around the world. However, within inter-
national law we can find the minimum 
requirements of a trial to be considered 
fair. One finds this minimum require-
ment in the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). The co-
venant, which is widely accepted to be 
one of the keystones of international hu-
man rights law, has been signed and rati-
fied by 173 states. Notable states to which 
the treaty does not apply, due to a lack of 
signature or a lack of ratification, are: Chi-
na, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. The treaty 
provides guidance on fair trials. For the 
sake of brevity, Article 14.1 can be synthe-
sized by the following definition; “All per-
sons shall be equal before the courts and 
tribunals. In the determination of any cri-
minal charge against him, or of his rights 
and obligations in a suit at law, everyo-
ne shall be entitled to a fair and public 
hearing by a competent, independent 
and impartial tribunal established by 
law.” Interestingly enough, it includes no 
mention of a time limit for when this trial 
must happen. In the United States, Ame-
ricans possess a constitutional right to a 
fair and speedy trial. However, in France, 
specifically in proceedings of terrorism 
charges, the requirements for a trial is 
that it must occur within five years. Mea-
ning that a defendant can be held for up 

to five years while awaiting a trial. This is 
the case for the proceedings of the case 
in relation to the Charlie Hebdo attacks 
in 2015. 

After some of the fourteen defendants 
were held in prison for nearly five years, 
they finally received the chance to tell 
their stories before a panel of judges in 
the Tribunale de Paris beginning in Sep-
tember 2020. There is a possibility, albeit 
unlikely, that one or more of these defen-
dents will be aquitted for the terrorism 
charges for which they stand accused. 
Now, this is not to say that the defendents 
are not guilty of other crimes, however, 
they may not be guilty of terrorism, whi-
ch is the exception in French law to the 
temporal requirements of a trial. Howe-
ver, the question arises of whether or not 
the French legal system provides a fair 
trial to these individuals. If any of these 
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PERSONAL ACCOUNTS
Over  the course of two weeks students from 

Law and Conflict  spent time visiting the Tri-
bbunal de Paris and observing the Charlie 
Hebdo Trial. The following pages offer a selec-
tion of their reflections and thoughts.

Law and Conflict: 2020Law and Conflict: 2020
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Un avocat

“I arrived at the court building around 8:25-8:30. It’s a striking, modern glass building which 
̟ʌɾ ȡɅ ʭȡʌț ʌțǸ ɾʔɶɶɐʔɅǱȡɅȓ ɾȶʳɾǪɶǍɳǸɶ ɐȒ̟ǪǸ ǩʔȡȺǱȡɅȓɾṣ ÿțǸɶǸ ʭǸɶǸ ɃǸʌǍȺ ǩǍɶɶȡǸɶɾ ǍɶɐʔɅǱ ʌțǸ 
ɳǸɶȡɃǸʌǸɶ ǍɅǱ u țǍǱ ʌɐ ɾțɐʭ Ƀʳ ǩǍȓ ʌɐ Ǎ ȓʔǍɶǱ ǍɶɃǸǱ ʭȡʌț Ǎ ɾǸɃȡẁǍʔʌɐɃǍʌȡǪ ɶȡ̠Ǹ ǍɅǱ Ǎ ǩʔȺ-
ȺǸʌɳɶɐɐȒ ʬǸɾʌṣ u ʌțǸɅ ʭǍȡʌǸǱ ȡɅ ȺȡɅǸ ʭȡʌț ᶯᶮẁᶯᶳ ɐʌțǸɶ ɳǸɐɳȺǸṣ !ɶɐʔɅǱ ᶶṝᶲᶳṞ ɾǸǪʔɶȡʌʳ ǩǸȓǍɅ ȺǸʌʌȡɅȓ 
people into the building. We had to show our bags again, sanitize hands, and then wait in line 

to put our bags through a scanner and walk through a metal detector. 

ÿțǸ Ƀɐɾʌ ɾʌɶȡȶȡɅȓ ʌțȡɅȓ ʌɐ ɃǸ Ǎǩɐʔʌ ʌțǸ ʌɶȡǍȺ ʭǍɾ ʌțǸ ȡɅȒɐɶɃǍȺȡʌʳ ɐȒ ȡʌṣ >ɐɃȡɅȓ ȒɶɐɃ ʌțǸ Ćṣñṣ 
ȺǸȓǍȺ ɾʳɾʌǸɃṞ u ʭǍɾ ɾʔɶɳɶȡɾǸǱ ʌɐ ɾǸǸ ʌțǸ ǱǸȒǸɅǱǍɅʌ ǱɶǸɾɾǸǱ ɾɐ ȡɅȒɐɶɃǍȺȺʳ ȡɅ Ǎ ¸ȡȶǸ ɾʭǸǍʌǸɶ 

and responding directly to questioning. Additionally, there were several humorous points in 
ʌțǸ ʌɶȡǍȺ ʭțǸɶǸ ʌțǸ ǱǸȒǸɅǱǍɅʌ ɶǸȒǸɶɶǸǱ ʌɐ ɐɅǸ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ǍǪǪʔɾǸǱ ṵ!Ⱥȡ æɐȺǍʌṶ Ǎɾ Ǎ ẇ̟Ⱥɾ ǱǸ ɳʔʌǸẈ ǍɅǱ 

made very human appeals to assert his innocence.  

The trial began with the President addressing the court and talking about the microphones 
ȡɅ ʌțǸ Ǫɐʔɶʌṣ !ȒʌǸɶṞ țǸ ǍɾȶǸǱ æɶǸʬɐɾʌ ȡȒ țǸ țǍǱ ǍɅʳ ɾɳɐɅʌǍɅǸɐʔɾ ǱǸǪȺǍɶǍʌȡɐɅɾ ǍɅǱ æɶǸʬɐɾʌ țǍǱ 
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ẌÿțǸ ɐɳǸɅɅǸɾɾ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ɶɐɐɃ ǱɶǍʭɾ ʳɐʔɶ ǸʳǸ ʔɳʭǍɶǱɾṞ ʌɐ ʌțǸ ɅʔɃǸɶɐʔɾ ̠ɐɐɶɾ ǍɅǱ ȺɐɅȓ Ⱥȡȓțʌ 
̟ʲʌʔɶǸɾ țǍɅȓȡɅȓ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ɃȡǱǱȺǸ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ȡɃɳɐɾȡɅȓ ǍʌɶȡʔɃṣ uʌ ȒǸǸȺɾ Ǎɾ ȡȒ ʳɐʔ țǍʬǸ ɾʌǸɳɳǸǱ ȡɅʌɐ ǍɅ 
Ǎȡɶɳɐɶʌṣ æǸɐɳȺǸ ǍɶǸ ǸȡʌțǸɶ ȡɅ Ǎ ɶʔɾț ɐɶ ɾȡʌʌȡɅȓ ǍɅǱ ʭǍȡʌȡɅȓ Ȓɐɶ ɾɐɃǸʌțȡɅȓṞ ǍɅǱ Ƀɐɾʌ țǍʬǸ ʌțǸȡɶ 

heads down. No-one is making eye contact, and the only way to distinguish who is at the 
ʌɶȡǩʔɅǍȺ Ȓɐɶ ʭțǍʌ ȡɾ ǩʳ ȺɐɐȶȡɅȓ Ǎʌ ʭțǍʌ ɳǸɐɳȺǸ ǍɶǸ ǪǍɶɶʳȡɅȓṟæǸɐɳȺǸ ǍʭǍȡʌȡɅȓ ʌɶȡǍȺ ɐɶ ǱǸɳɐɾȡʌȡɐɅ 
are carrying white convocations, looking up at screens to determine which room they are su-
pposed to be in and when. Their tension is palpable. Security and armed guards roam arou-
nd, looking people up and down. Even though the building is illuminated, the light is static.

ñǸǸȡɅȓ ʌțǍʌ ¶ɶṣ éǍʔɃǸȺ ǱɐǸɾ Ʌɐʌ ɳɐɾǸ Ǎ ̠ȡȓțʌ ɶȡɾȶṞ țǸ ʭǍɾ ǍȺȺɐʭǸǱ ʌɐ ȺȡʬǸ ȒɶǸǸȺʳ ɐʔʌɾȡǱǸ ɐȒ ɳɶȡ-
ɾɐɅ ɾȡɅǪǸ ʌțǸ ǍʌʌǍǪȶɾ ṵʭȡʌț ʌțǸ ǸʲǪǸɳʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ Ǎ ɾțɐɶʌ ǱǸʌǸɅʌȡɐɅ ɐɅǪǸ ǍɶɶǸɾʌǸǱṶ ǍɅǱ țǸ ȡɾ ɐɅǸ ɐȒ 
the people anyone could have been standing in line with, to enter the courtroom. Dressed in 
ȓɐȺǱ ǪɐȺɐɶǸǱ ǱǸɅȡɃṞ Ǎ ʭțȡʌǸ ʌʔɶʌȺǸɅǸǪȶ ǍɅǱ Ǎ ǪɐɐɶǱȡɅǍʌȡɅȓ ȓɐȺǱ ȲǍǪȶǸʌ ʭȡʌț Ǎ ɾțǸǍɶȺȡɅȓ ǪɐȺȺǍɶṞ 
țǸ ɾǸǸɃɾ ǪɐɃȒɐɶʌǍǩȺǸ ʳǸʌ ɾȶǸɳʌȡǪǍȺ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ʌɶȡǍȺ ʌțǍʌ ǍʭǍȡʌɾ țȡɃṣ ğȡʌț țȡɾ Ƀɐʔʌț ǪɐʬǸɶǸǱ ǩʳ 
Ǎ ɃǍɾȶ ȡʌ ȡɾ țǍɶǱ ʌɐ ȒʔȺȺʳ ʔɅǱǸɶɾʌǍɅǱ țȡɾ ǩɐǱʳ ȺǍɅȓʔǍȓǸṞ ǩʔʌ țȡɾ ǱǸǸɳ ǩɶɐʭɅ ǸʳǸɾ ǩǸțȡɅǱ țȡɾ 

aviator inspired glasses read through as honest and sincere. 

ÃɅǸ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ʌʭɐ ɃǍȺǸ ȲʔǱȓǸɾ ȺǸǍǱɾ ʌțǸ ǩǸȓȡɅɅȡɅȓ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ɵʔǸɾʌȡɐɅȡɅȓṞ ǍɅǱ țȡɾ ʌɐɅǸ ȡɾ ǩɐʌț ȺǸʬǸȺ 
ǍɅǱ ɳǍʌɶɐɅȡʽȡɅȓṣ ÿțǸ ȓɐǍȺ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ȡɅʌǸɶɶɐȓǍʌȡɐɅ ȡɾ ʌɐ ʔɅǱǸɶɾʌǍɅǱ ¶ɶṣ éǍʔɃǸȺẏɾ ǪɐɅɅǸǪʌȡɐɅ ʌɐ 
¶ɶṣ ğȡȺȺʳ æɶǸʬɐɾʌṞ ʌțǸ ɶȡȓțʌ țǍɅǱ ɃǍɅ ʌɐ !ɃǸǱʳ >ɐʔȺȡǩǍȺ Ṟr ʭțɐ ɾțɐʌ ɳɐȺȡǪǸ ɐȒ̟ǪǸɶ >ȺǍɶȡɾɾǍ ¦Ǹ-
ǍɅẁæțȡȺȡɳɳǸ ǍɅǱ Ȓɐɶ țɐɾʌǍȓǸɾ ȡɅ Ǎ ȶɐɾțǸɶ ɾʔɳǸɶɃǍɶȶǸʌ ȡɅ ᶰᶮᶯᶳṣ ¶ɶṣ éǍʔɃǸȺ ɃǍȡɅʌǍȡɅɾ ʌțǍʌ țǸ 
ɅǸʬǸɶ țǍǱ ǍɅʳ ɾɐɶʌ ɐȒ ǪɐɅɅǸǪʌȡɐɅ ʌɐ ¶ɶṣ >ɐʔȺȡǩǍȺ Ṟr ǍɅǱ ʌțǍʌ țǸ ʭǍɾ ɾȡɃɳȺʳ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ɾǍɃǸ ǪɶɐʭǱ 
Ǎɾ țȡɃ ǱʔǸ ʌɐ țȡɾ ɳɶɐʲȡɃȡʌʳ ʌɐ ¶ɶṣ æɶǸʬɐɾʌṣ ¶ɶṣ éǍʔɃǸȺ ȓɶǸʭ ʔɳ ǍɶɐʔɅǱ ¶ɶṣ æɶǸʬɐɾʌṞ ǩǸǪǍʔɾǸ 
țȡɾ ȓɶǍɅǱɃɐʌțǸɶ ȺȡʬǸǱ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ǩʔȡȺǱȡɅȓ ɅǸʲʌ ʌɐ ¶ɶṣ æɶǸʬɐɾʌẏɾ ȒǍɃȡȺ ṣr EȡɾʌǍɅǪǸǱ ǩʳ ǍɅ ǍȓǸ ȓǍɳ 
ʭțȡȺǸ ʳɐʔɅȓṞ ʌțǸʳ ʭǸɶǸ ɾȡɃɳȺʳ ǍǪɵʔǍȡɅʌǍɅǪǸɾṣ ÿțȡɾ ǪțǍɅȓǸǱ ȡɅ ᶰᶮᶯᶲṞ ʭțǸɅ ʌțǸʳ ǩǸȓǍɅ ʌɐ ȒɶǸ-
ɵʔǸɅʌ ʌțǸ ɾǍɃǸ ǪǸɅʌɶǸ ǪɐɃɃǸɶǪȡǍȺṞ ʭțǸɶǸ ʌțǸʳ ǩǸȓǍɅ ʌɐ ɾɳǸɅǱ ʌțǸȡɶ ǱǍʳɾ ʌɐȓǸʌțǸɶ ȓɐȡɅȓ Ȓɐɶ 
ǱɶȡʬǸɾṞ ɾɃɐȶȡɅȓṞ ȓɐȡɅȓ ʌɐ ɶǸɾʌǍʔɶǍɅʌɾ ǍɅǱ Ȳʔɾʌ ʭǍȺȶȡɅȓ ǍɶɐʔɅǱ ȡɅ ǸǍǪț ɐʌțǸɶẏɾ ǪɐɃɳǍɅʳṟ ÿțǸʳ 
Ǎɾȶ ɶǸɳǸǍʌǸǱȺ Ṟr ẎEȡǱ ʳɐʔ ǸʬǸɶ Ǎɾȶ ʳɐʔɶɾǸȺȒ ʭțǸɶǸ ʭǸ ǍɶǸ ȓɐȡɅȓṤ Ãɶ ʭțʳṤẏ ¶ɶṣ éǍʔɃǸȺ ǸʲɳȺǍȡɅɾ 
ʌɐ ʌțǸɃ ʌȡɃǸ ǍɅǱ ʌȡɃǸ ǍȓǍȡɅṞ Ẏu ʭǍɾ Ȳʔɾʌ ǍɅ ǍǪǪǸɾɾɐɶ Ṟr ǍȺɐɅȓ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ɶȡǱǸṣ u ǱȡǱ Ʌɐʌ Ǎɾȶ ɃʳɾǸȺȒ 
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Emmanuelle Corneau was the girlfriend of Amar Ramdani. She is a wit-
ness. 

ẌÃɅ ʌțǸ ʭǍȺȺṞ Ǎ ɳȡǸǪǸ ɐȒ ɳǍɳǸɶ ȡɅ ɅǸǍʌṞ ǱǍɶȶ ʌʳɳǸ ɳɐȡɅʌɾ ʌțǸ ʭǍʳ ʌɐ ʌțǸ ɾǍȺȺǸ ǱẏǍǪǪɾ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ᶰᶮᶯᶳ 
ǍʌʌǍǪȶɾṞ ʌțǸ >țǍɶȺȡǸ oǸǩǱɐ ʌɶȡǍȺṝ ȡʌ ȡɾ ʌțǸ Ƀɐɾʌ ʔɅǱǸɶɾʌǍʌǸǱ ɐȒ ǍǪȶɅɐʭȺǸǱȓǸɃǸɅʌɾ ʌțǍʌ Ǎ ɶǸ-

markable case is in progress. 
 

u ǍɃ ǍɅ țɐʔɶ ʌɐɐ ǸǍɶȺʳṨ ʌțǸ ʌɶȡǍȺ ȡɾ ɐɅ ǩɶǸǍȶ ʔɅʌȡȺ ᶯᶲțṣ u Ⱥɐɐȶ ǍɶɐʔɅǱ ɃǸṣ ğɶȡʌʌǸɅ ɐɅ ʌțǸ ʭǍȺȺṝ 
ẇ ¬Ǎ Ⱥɐȡ Ǹɾʌ ȺẏǸʲɳɶǸɾɾȡɐɅ ǱǸ ȺǍ ʬɐȺɐɅʌǹ ȓǹɅǹɶǍȺǸṣ MȺȺǸ Ǳɐȡʌ ǽʌɶǸ ȺǍ ɃǽɃǸ ɳɐʔɶ ʌɐʔɾṞ ɾɐȡʌ ɵʔẏǸȺȺǸ 

ɳɶɐʌȇȓǸṞ ɾɐȡʌ ɵʔẏǸȺȺǸ ɳʔɅȡɾɾǸṣ Ẉ !ɶʌṣ ᶴṣ EǹǪȺǍɶǍʌȡɐɅ ǱǸɾ Ǳɶɐȡʌɾ ǱǸ ȺẏțɐɃɃǸ Ǹʌ Ǳʔ ǪȡʌɐʳǸɅ ǱǸ ᶯᶵᶶᶮṣ 
u ʭɐɅǱǸɶ ȡȒ ʌțȡɾ ȡɾ ʌɶʔǸṞ ȡɅ fɶǍɅǪǸ ɐɶ ʌɐǱǍ ṣr 

A woman takes the stand. She wears narrow glasses and a tight skirt; her hair is pulled in a 
țȡȓț ɳɐɅʳʌǍȡȺ ǍɅǱ ȒǍȺȺɾ ȡɅ ǱʳǸǱ ǩȺɐɅǱǸ ɶȡɅȓȺǸʌɾ ǱɐʭɅ țǸɶ ǩǍǪȶṣ ñțǸ ȡɾ ǸʲʌɶǸɃǸȺʳ ɅǸɶʬɐʔɾ ǍɅǱ 
ȡɅʌǸɶɶʔɳʌɾ ʌțǸ ɵʔǸɾʌȡɐɅǸɶɾ ǪɐɅɾʌǍɅʌȺ Ṟr ʌɶʳȡɅȓ ʌɐ ȲʔɾʌȡȒʳ țǸɶɾǸȺȒṞ ʌɐ ǍɾɾǸɶʌ țǸɶ ȡɅɅɐǪǸɅǪǸṣ ẇ ¦Ǹ 
ɾʔȡɾ Ⱥǟ ɳǍɶǪǸ ɵʔǸ ȲǸ ǪɐɅɅǍȡɾ ȺẏʔɅ ǱǸɾ ǍǪǪʔɾǹɾṞ Ẉ ɾțǸ ɾǍʳɾṨ ǸʬǸɅ ʌțȡɾ ǍǱɃȡɾɾȡɐɅ ǱɶǍȓȓǸǱ ɳǍȡɅ-

ȒʔȺȺʳ ȒɶɐɃ țǸɶṣ
 

 oǸɶ ɅǍɃǸ ȡɾ ¶ǍǱǍɃǸ MɃɃǍɅʔǸȺȺǸ >Ãé¸M!Ćṣ ÿțǸ ẇ ɾɳɐɅʌǍɅǸɐʔɾ Ẉ ɳɐɶʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ țǸɶ ʌǸɾʌȡɃɐɅʳ 
ȡɾ ɾʌɶǸɾɾǸǱ ǍɅǱ ɾʌʔɃǩȺȡɅȓṨ ɾțǸ ʌǸȺȺɾ Ǎ ǩǍɅǍȺ ɾʌɐɶʳ ɐȒ ɶɐɃǍɅǪǸṞ ǍɅ ȡɅʌɶɐǱʔǪʌȡɐɅ ǩʳ Ǎ ɃʔʌʔǍȺ 

ȒɶȡǸɅǱ ʌɐ Ǎ ȓʔʳ ʭțɐ ʭǍɾ ɾȡɅȓȺǸ ǍɅǱ ẇ ɵʔǸȺɵʔẏʔɅ ɵʔȡ ɳɐʔɶɶǍȡʌ ɶȡȓɐȺǸɶṣ Ẉ ñțǸ ǩǸǪǍɃǸ ȡɅʬɐȺʬǸǱ ȡɅ 
a long-term relationship with Amar RAMDANI.

!ʌ ̟ɶɾʌṞ ʌțǸ ȺȡɅǸ ɐȒ ɵʔǸɾʌȡɐɅȡɅȓ ȒɐǪʔɾǸɾ ɐɅ MɃɃǍɅʔǸȺȺǸ țǸɶɾǸȺȒṣ ñțǸ ʭǍɾ Ǎ ȓǸɅǱǍɶɃǸ ʭțɐ 
ʌɶǍȡɅǸǱ ɐʌțǸɶ ɃȡȺȡʌǍɶʳ ɐȒ̟ǪǸɶɾ ȡɅ ʭǸǍɳɐɅɶ ṣr ñțǸ ʭǍɾ ǍɅ ɐȒ̟ǪǸɶ ȒɶɐɃ ᶰᶮᶮᶯ ʌɐ ᶰᶮᶯᶳṞ ǱǸǪɐɶǍʌǸǱ 
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ẌMȺǸʬǸɅ ǍǪǪʔɾǸǱ ǍǪǪɐɃɳȺȡǪǸɾ ȒɶɐɃ ʌțǸ >țǍɶȺȡǸ oǸǩǱɐ ǍʌʌǍǪȶɾ ɐȒ ᶰᶮᶯᶳ ɾȡʌ ȡɅ ȓȺǍɾɾ ǩɐʲǸɾ ȡɅ ʌțǸ 
ǪɐʔɶʌțɐʔɾǸṞ ʌțǸ ÿɶȡǩʔɅǍȺ ¦ʔǱȡǪȡǍȡɶǸ ǱǸ æǍɶȡɾṣ ÿțǸ ɃǸɅ ǍɶǸ ǍȺȺ ǩǸȡɅȓ ʌɶȡǸǱ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸȡɶ ȡɅʬɐȺʬǸɃǸɅʌ 
ȡɅ ʌțǸ ǍʌʌǍǪȶɾṞ ȒɶɐɃ ǪɐɅʌɶȡǩʔʌȡɅȓ ɃɐɅǸ Ṟr ʬǸțȡǪȺǸɾṞ ɐɶ ʭǸǍɳɐɅɾṞ ʌɐ ɐʌțǸɶ ȺɐȓȡɾʌȡǪǍȺ ǍɾɳǸǪʌɾ ɐȒ 
ʌțǸ ʌǸɶɶɐɶȡɾʌ ǍʌʌǍǪȶɾṣṣṣ¶ǍɅʳ ɶǸɃǸɃǩǸɶ ʭțǸɅ ʌțǸɅ æɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌ fɶǍɅǭɐȡɾ oɐȺȺǍɅǱǸ ɾʌǍʌǸǱṞ Ẍu ȒǸǍ-
ɶǸǱ ʌțǸ ɾɐǪȡǸʌʳ ǪɐʔȺǱ ʌǸǍɶ ȡʌɾǸȺȒ ǍɳǍɶʌṞ ǩǸǪǍʔɾǸ ʌțǍʌ ʭǍɾ ʌțǸ ʌǸɶɶɐɶȡɾʌɾẏ ȓɐǍȺṝ ǱȡʬȡǱǸ ʌțǸ fɶǸɅǪțṞ 
ɾʌȡȓɃǍʌȡʽǸ ¶ʔɾȺȡɃɾṞ ǪɶǸǍʌǸ ʌțǸ ɾɳȡɶȡʌ ɐȒ țǍʌɶǸǱ ʌțǍʌ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ǸɅǱ ȡɾ ʭțǍʌ ɃɐʌȡʬǍʌǸɾ ʌțǸɃṞẍ ǩʔʌ 

ȒɐȺȺɐʭǸǱ ʔɳ ǩʳ ɾǍʳȡɅȓ ʌțǍʌ ʌțǸʳ ẌȒǍȡȺǸǱẍ ȡɅ ʌțȡɾ ɶǸȓǍɶǱṣ 

uɅ ʌțǸ ǍȒʌǸɶɅɐɐɅ ɐȒ ÿțʔɶɾǱǍ Ṟr ᶶ ÃǪʌɐǩǸɶ ᶰᶮᶰᶮṞ ǩǸʌʭǸǸɅ ᶯᶲțᶱᶮ ǍɅǱ ᶯᶶțᶮᶮṞ ʌʭɐ ʭȡʌɅǸɾɾǸɾ 
ʌǸɾʌȡ̟ǸǱ ǩǸȒɐɶǸ ʌțǸ ɳǍɅǸȺ ɐȒ ȲʔǱȓǸɾṞ ǱɐʽǸɅɾ ɐȒ ȺǍʭʳǸɶɾṞ ǍɅǱ ʌțǸ ǸȺǸʬǸɅ ǍǪǪʔɾǸǱṣ ÿțǸ ̟ɶɾʌ ʭǍɾ 
ĥɐǍɅɅ ĞṞ ǪțȡȺǱțɐɐǱ ȒɶȡǸɅǱ ɐȒ ñǍȡǱ ¶ǍȶțȺɐʔȒṣṣṣ ÿțǸ ɾǸǪɐɅǱ ʭȡʌɅǸɾɾ ɐȒ ÿțʔɶɾǱǍʳ ǍȒʌǸɶɅɐɐɅ ʭǍɾ 



Mohammed-Amie Fares faces 20 years for supllying weapons to Amédy 
Coulibaly. He pled not guilty. 

Mikaela Aaland 
October 14th, 2020

Ẍ!ʌ ɳɶǸǪȡɾǸȺʳ ᶯṣᶯᶳ ɳɃ ɐɅ ÃǪʌɐǩǸɶ ᶯᶲʌțṞ u ʭǍȺȶǸǱ ȡɅʌɐ ʌțǸ ÿɶȡǩʔɅǍȺ ¦ʔǱȡǪȡǍȡɶǸ ǱǸ æǍɶȡɾ ɐɅȺʳ ʌɐ 
ɶǸǍȺȡʽǸ u țǍǱ Ʌɐ ȡǱǸǍ ʭțǸɶǸ u ɾțɐʔȺǱ ȓɐ ɅǸʲʌṣ !ʲǸȺṞ Ƀʳ ǩɐʳȒɶȡǸɅǱṞ ǍɅǱ u țǍǱ ǩǸǸɅ ɾʭǸɳʌ ȡɅʌɐ 
ʌțǸ ǩʔȡȺǱȡɅȓ ǩʳ Ǎ ǪɶɐʭǱ ɐȒ ʭǸȺȺẁǱɶǸɾɾǸǱ ɳɶɐȒǸɾɾȡɐɅǍȺɾ ʭțɐ ǱȡɾɳǸɶɾǸǱ ʌɐ ȒʔȺ̟ȺȺ ʌțǸȡɶ ɶǸɾɳǸǪʌȡʬǸ 
duties upon entering. We, on the other hand, wandered aimlessly through the building. With 
Ǎ țȡɅʌ ɐȒ ȡɶɐɅ Ṟr ʭǸ ɶǸ̠ǸǪʌǸǱ țɐʭ ʌțǸ ȓɶǍɅǱ ǩʔȡȺǱȡɅȓṞ ʭȡʌț ȡʌɾ ɾʌǸɶȡȺǸ ̠ɐɐɶ ǍɅǱ ǪɐɅʌɶǍɾʌȡɅȓ ʌǸǍȶ 
ʭǍȺȺɾ ɾʌɐɐǱ Ǎɾ Ǎ ɾʳɃǩɐȺ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ fɶǸɅǪț ȲʔǱȡǪȡǍȺ ɾʳɾʌǸɃṝ țǍɶǱ ȲʔɾʌȡǪǸ ȲʔʲʌǍɳɐɾǸǱ ǍȓǍȡɅɾʌ țǸǍ-

ling.

ÃɅ ɃʔȺʌȡɳȺǸ ɐǪǪǍɾȡɐɅɾṞ ʭǸ ȒɐʔɅǱ ɐʔɶɾǸȺʬǸɾ ȡɅ ɶǸɾʌɶȡǪʌǸǱ ɶɐɐɃɾ ǍɅǱ țǍȺȺʭǍʳɾṣ ÃɅ ɐɅǸ ɾʔǪț 



CONCLUSION
The opportunity to attend the Charlie Hebdo trial and to see the French 

justice process firsthand was a striking experience which left a forcible 
impression upon each of us. It was an opportunity to perform valuable 
ethnographic research and to witness a moment of national history unfold. 
Although students hailed from a variety of countries, living in Paris, we were all 
conscious of the particular import of this trial. It has a deep significance for the 
French people as well as for the prosecution of terrorism cases in the context 
of the global war on terror. The points and questions raised by the trial became 
even more salient in the context of actual events, as terrorist attacks once 
again struck France. A professor in the Yvelines, Samuel Paty, was decapitated 
for showing his class cartoons of Mohammed as a part of classroom lessons 
on freedom of speech, using the offensive drawings direct from the pens of 
Charlie Hebdo journalists. A knife attack led to a police chase outside of the 
former Charlie Hebdo offices in Paris, then a different knife attack in Nice left 
three dead, one woman virtually decapitated.


