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Only when you use INVERSIONS will your professor pause and think to 

herself, “now THAT was a great sentence!” 

 

1: When we use a negative adverb or adverb phrase at the beginning of the sentence.   

Usually, we put the expression at the beginning of the sentence to emphasize what weôre saying. It 

makes our sentence sound surprising or striking or unusual. It also sounds quite formal. If you donôt 

want to give this impression, you can put the negative expression later in the sentence in the normal 

way:  

• Seldom have I seen such beautiful work vs I have seldom seen such beautiful work.   

(óSeldomô is at the beginning, so we use inversion. This sentence emphasizes what beautiful work it 

is.)  

(óSeldomô is in the normal place, so we donôt use inversion. This is a normal sentence with no special 

emphasis.)  

Here are some negative adverbs and adverb phrases that we often use with inversion:  

Hardly    Hardly had I got into bed when the telephone rang.  

Never    Never had she seen such a beautiful sight before.   

Never 
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