
 

Prewriting Strategies 

 

Five Useful Strategies 

Pre-writing strategies use writing to generate and clarify ideas. While many writers have traditionally 

created outlines before beginning writing, there are several other effective prewriting activities. We 

often call these prewriting strategies “brainstorming techniques.” Five useful strategies are 

listing, clustering, freewriting, looping, and asking the six journalists' questions. These strategies help 

you with both your invention and organization of ideas, and can aid you in developing topics for your 

writing. 

Listing 

Listing is a process of generating a lot of information within a short time by generating some broad 

ideas and then building on those associations for more detail. Listing is particularly useful if your 

starting topic is very broad and you need to narrow it down. 

¶ Jot down all the possible terms that emerge from the general topic you are working on. This 

procedure works especially well if you work in a team. All team members can generate ideas, 

with one member acting as scribe. Do not worry about editing or throwing out what might 

not be a good idea. Simply write down as many possibilities as you can. 

¶ Group the items that you have listed according to arrangements that make sense to you. Are 

things thematically related? 

¶ Give each group a label. Now you have a narrower topic with possible points of 

development. 

¶ Write a sentence about the label you have given the group of ideas. Now you have a topic 

sentence or possibly a thesis statement. 

Clustering 

Clustering, also called mind mapping or idea mapping, is a strategy that allows you to explore the 

relationships between ideas. 

¶ Put the subject in the center of a page. Circle or underline it. 

¶ As you think of other ideas, write them on the page surrounding the central idea. Link the 

new ideas to the central circle with lines. 
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¶ When? When is the issue most apparent? ( in the past? present? future?) When did the issue 

or problem develop? What historical forces helped shape the problem or issue and at what 

point in time will the problem or issue culminate in a crisis? When is action needed to 

address the issue or problem? 

¶ Why? Why did the issue or problem arise? Why is it (your topic) an issue or problem at all? 

Why did the issue or problem develop in the way that it did? 

¶ How? How is the issue or problem significant? How can it be addressed? How does it affect 

the participants? How can the issue or problem be resolved? 

 


